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Invasive lionfish found at troubling depths off Florida coast
Lionfish, an invasive nonnative species, are discovered at depths of 250 feet, far beyond
divers' spears or any other method of control.
July 05, 2013 | By David Fleshler

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — Aboard the submersible
Antipodes, cruising 250 feet beneath the surface off Fort
Lauderdale, scientists peered through violet water and saw
exactly what they hoped not to see.

About 15 lionfish — venomous, flamboyantly striped
invaders from half a world away — swam around the
starboard bow of a freighter that was sunk as an artificial
reef. When the submersible drifted toward the wreck's
stern, they counted 11 more.
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The dive last month was one of a series to gauge the extent of the infestation of the nonnative fish on the
region's reefs, using a vessel donated by OceanGate, which operates submersibles for oil and gas
exploration, scientific research, marine engineering and other uses.

Although lionfish are a wellknown threat to the region's reefs, where they consume and compete with
native wildlife, most of the knowledge of them comes from observations in shallow water that is accessible
to divers. The highly publicized lionfish derbies, in which divers spear and catch them for prizes, can't
reach lionfish this deep, which suggests that controlling them will be much more difficult.

"The big question has always been what are these things doing at depth?" said David Kerstetter, research
scientist at Nova Southeastern University's Oceanographic Center, who was on the recent dive. "Earlier
dives this week actually saw that. At the shallower depths, they really didn't see any lionfish. But what
we're seeing is that at depths beyond that accessible by recreational divers, you're finding pretty large

Ads by Google

Advertisement

RELATED

Ancient rockfish caught in Alaska: Why nobody threw it

back

$84million removal of a dam on Carmel River set to

begin

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Aquaman : Deep Diver Ferreras Is a Breath of Fresh Air

Who...

April 17, 1996

In the Company of Killers : Orcas Give Whale Watchers,

YOU ARE HERE:  LAT Home → Collections → News

Member Center Alerts & Newsletters Jobs Cars Real Estate Rentals Weekly Circulars Local Directory Place Ad

LOCAL U.S. WORLD BUSINESS SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT HEALTH LIVING TRAVEL OPINION SHOP

  Search

Recommend 0

A lionfish looks for small fry reef fish in the Bahamas. Native to
the Indian… (Bob Chamberlin / Los Angeles…)

POLITICS NATION NOW POLITICS NOW TOP OF THE TICKET SCIENCE SCIENCE NOW OBITUARIES RELIGION

http://membership.latimes.com/
http://membership.latimes.com/alerts-newsletters
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/automotive/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/rentals/
http://circulars.latimes.com/
http://local.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/advertiser/
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/
http://www.latimes.com/business/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://www.latimes.com/health/
http://www.latimes.com/features
http://www.latimes.com/travel/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/
http://www.latimes.com/shopping/theLShop/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/politics
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation/nationnow/
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/topoftheticket
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/sciencenow
http://www.latimes.com/news/obituaries/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/religion/


7/8/13 Invasive lionfish found at troubling depths off Florida coast - Los Angeles Times

articles.latimes.com/2013/jul/05/nation/la-na-lionfish-20130706 2/2

Email Share 0 TweetTweet 0

'Reverse vaccine' for Type 1
diabetes seems to pass
human test

New California health
insurance rates unveiled

Skechers lawsuit: How to
get your piece of the $40
million payout

concentrations of lionfish."

Native to the Indian and Pacific oceans, lionfish were first reported in Florida in 1985, detected off the
coast of Dania Beach. They have since been found throughout the gulf and up the Atlantic coast. Typically
growing about a foot long, they have venomous, needlelike spines for defense, which can cause painful
stings that are fatal on rare occasions.

During its dives, the Antipodes cruised at a depth of about 100 feet and then went down to 265 feet,
finding few lionfish at shallow depths and many at greater depths.

"We knew that they were occasionally found deep," Kerstetter said. "Now we're seeing a lot more evidence
that they're actually common at depth. They're always going to have this refuge, where they can eat and
spawn and do all these other things that lionfish do."

Keith Mille, an environmental specialist with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission who
went on the dive last month, said the abundance of lionfish in deep water indicated that current control
efforts can't reach a significant population of the fish.

"I feel that we were looking at a lionfish population that is not influenced by dive removal efforts," he said.

So do we have any options for dealing with lionfish in 250 feet of water or deeper?

"Really, no," Kerstetter said.
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