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Lionfish found at sunken ship 300 feet
below water's surface wreaking havoc
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Worse, lionfish have no natural enemies in Atlantic waters, except
spear gun-toting humans. Another study, detailed online July 11 in
the journal PLOS ONE, found that not even sharks can curb red
lionfish populations in Caribbean reefs.

Researchers are trying to figure out what is keeping lionfish in
check in the Pacific so that they might stem the Atlantic invasion,
which thus far has looked to be unstoppable. Prepared correctly,
lionfish are said to make a tasty meal, but one prick from the fish's
venomous spine can cause excruciating pain. Lionfish derbies to
bring in big catches of the predator have been held in Florida and
the Caribbean.

"A lionfish will eat almost any fish smaller than itis," Green said in a
statement. "Regarding the large fish we observed in the
submersible dives, a real concern is that they could migrate to
shallower depths as well and eat many of the fish there. And the
control measures we're using at shallower depths — catch them
and let people eat them — are not as practical at great depth."

Lionfish also can produce far more offspring when they are large. A
big, mature female in some species can have up to 10 times as
many offspring as a female that's half its size, researchers say.
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