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Racism vs. reality

Researchers have few options for going after
lionfish at depths beyond scuba divers’ reach

Video: Lionfish have sharp, thin spines that can be venomous, yet researchers want more people to discover
how good they taste.

By Associated Press,  Updated: Tuesday, July 16, 7:41 AM

ABOARD THE SUBMERSIBLE ANTIPODES — The invasive lionfish that crowds coral reefs
and preys on native fish in the Atlantic’s shallower waters is such a problem that divers in
Florida and the Caribbean are encouraged to capture and eat them whenever they can.

Lionfish, which have venomous spines, are a welldocumented problem in Atlantic coral
reefs, where the footlong, onepound invaders from the tropical parts of the Pacific and
Indian oceans live without predators and eat other fish voraciously. What’s slowly coming
into view is how deep into the ocean their invasion has spread.

Researchers and wildlife officials worry that
lionfish may undo conservation efforts
aimed at rebuilding populations of native
predators such as groupers and snappers.
Lionfish gorge on the young of those
species, as well as their prey.

“They can eat pretty much anything that fits
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inside their mouths,” Oregon State
University lionfish expert Stephanie Green
said.

Divers are encouraged to capture and eat
any lionfish they encounter to protect reefs
and native marine life already burdened by
pollution, overfishing and the effects of
climate change. And last month, the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
waived the recreational license requirement
for divers harvesting lionfish and excluded
them from bag limits, allowing people to
catch as many as they can.

But recreational divers max out around 130
feet deep, though. Researchers and wildlife
officials rarely have the means to venture
deeper than that, but they’ve realized the
lionfish they can’t see may be their biggest
concern.

As Green discovered on a recent expedition
aboard a submersible, there’s little to disturb
a lionfish living on a wreck 250 feet deep
into the Atlantic. There are no predators
and no divers.

“I did not expect it to be this loaded with
lionfish,” Green said. In less than half an
hour, she tallied nearly three dozen lionfish
in view across the stern of a steel freighter
sunk in the 1980s as an artificial reef a few
miles off South Florida. She could have
continued counting, if the yellow
submersible’s draining battery had not
required a trip back to the ocean’s surface.

Last month, Seattlebased OceanGate Inc.
offered scientists and wildlife officials a
closeup look at deepwater lionfish in dives
aboard the yellow submersible named
Antipodes. In strong currents that might
have tangled a tether connecting a remotely
operated robot to a vessel at the surface, the
Antipodes sank and rose as smoothly as an
elevator. Maneuvered by a joystick, it
crawled over the sand at a walking pace.

Green and other researchers who took the dives surfaced believing they had seen the
frontier in their fight against lionfish. The next problem will be routinely making similar
dives to study and perhaps capture lionfish.

They would seem to have a lot of water to cover — the deepest confirmed sighting of a
lionfish was at 1,000 feet in the Bahamas.

“We are capable of doing a good job of controlling lionfish at diveable depths, in shallower
areas. Divers and spearfishers can go in and remove the fish. But the lionfish are abundant
in large numbers at these deeper habitats, and that’s really where the next frontier of this
battle is going to be, in those deep water areas,” Green said.

(Wilfredo Lee/ Associated Press ) - In this Friday, June
28, 2013 photo, Oregon State University lionfish expert
Stephanie Green counts lionfish on the sunken
freighter “Bill Boyd,” as she travels aboard the
submersible “Antipodes,” in about 250 feet under the
sea about three miles off the coast of Fort Lauderdale,
Fla. Seattle-based OceanGate Inc. offered scientists
and wildlife officials a close-up look at the invasive
lionfish deep in the waters off South Florida aboard the
Antipodes. Divers in Florida and the Caribbean are
encouraged to capture and eat any lionfish they
encounter to protect reefs and native marine life
already burdened by pollution, over-fishing and the
effects of climate change. Recreational divers max out
around 130 feet and researchers and wildlife officials
rarely have the means to go looking for lionfish deeper
than that, but they’ve realized that the lionfish they can’t
see may be their biggest concern.

More business news
Migrating to the cloud? Here’s how to
do it right

Neil Cavanagh | VentureBeat.com
9:27 AM ET
Advice from an executive who has
been closely involved in weighing
the practicality of such a transition.

U.S. consumer prices up 0.5 pct
Associated Press 9:01 AM ET
A measure of U.S. consumer prices
rose in June, pushed higher by a
sharp increase in gas prices.

Goldman Sachs profit doubles
Associated Press 8:29 AM ET
Goldman Sachs says its second-
quarter profit doubled, boosted by a
surge in stock and bond
underwriting.

More business news

Start your Personal Post with
PostPolitics to see everything you love on

one page »

42 m POSTPOLITICS
Spreading the word about the
State Department’s services and
work overseas

1 h POSTPOLITICS
After the Zimmerman verdict,
what those praying are asking
of God

More headlines for you  >

The Post Most: Nation
Most Popular

1.  Parenting columnist sues after he is targeted by
Kentucky psychology board

2.  Prepare for your cell phone to self-destruct! Ill.
researchers design 'vanishing' tech gear

3.  Sound waves can be used to levitate and move
objects, study says

4.  California Zimmerman protesters block freeway, raid
Wal-Mart; more than a dozen arrested in LA

5.  Jodi Arias back in court for death penalty argument
as prosecutors ponder another trial

Top Videos

Top Galleries

National Moth Week

During the last full week of July,
moth'ers celebrate the world of
nocturnal butterflies.

See more from Urban Jungle

Urban Jungle

Today's Paper

Full list of today's
print stories »

View our e-Replica
edition »

Sign-up for e-mail newsletters and alerts and get the news
you need delivered directly to your inbox.
 

See all Washington Post Newsletters

National Newsletters

Economy & Business
News Alerts

Behind the
Government
Showdown

National News Alerts

The Most

Today's Headlines &
Columnists

Subscribe

Live Discussions
Ask Boswell
Live Q&A, Tues., 11a.m.
Chat with sports columnist Tom

http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CvluaqFTlUZ7tA9TX0AGCh4CgCKaawvAFtrK61H3m7ru-zwEQASDZ9dMXUPK_yM7-_____wFgyf6zh9yjxBCgAaLUickDyAED4AIAqAMByAPRBKoExQJP0ArHc-Quk9ZBXeYtqOICY7XDoqhFAG1ZVviK5ehLOdBWA2A2rHqB_yo1z4BAw2snydfGpjiAUg2_SqVFkbeKv3S-0mFaEJmV4UxX-paW0JvxiYifsKb5FmuvPMDuxs50XinXIjCgQR44CoQxwugUDzbXQI05vzz3Xfyn9HnMWpCv3Ni0YolWXb0rgsNd-WvRYdVqqCodk9m9ymYsf6r-G9KcRdXSuteBEIkIjs5YEH1Ch3HFtZAhzUX_6UiPy_UhVa61BjLz7SPizBLJJRuw31dA8Dr2fMDKUrGch4m9HBKBlVi_QSh0b2OPT-loTGU2NXPK5FO9J96ZqLgb5pKpg8osjiadyiMfqRnTC2lCswEKn731OgtLW9mjIBQik6CldgYhGejrB53vcs2sSjfdjCdhHcNVG2V9HWyGge3gmidZPCfY4AQBiAYBoAYDgAfGq_Y2&num=1&cid=5GgZjXDoRZmBiXi-qkHLRLS9&sig=AOD64_2tHsYp1VNNC1PBo2IYhdg4XKL9yg&client=ca-pub-3980300725513096&adurl=http://www.hightail.com
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rf/image_296w/2010-2019/Wires/Online/2013-07-16/AP/Images/Lionfish%20Diving%20Deeper.JPEG-06ba5.jpg
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rf/image_296w/2010-2019/Wires/Online/2013-07-16/AP/Images/Lionfish%20Diving%20Deeper.JPEG-0e98b.jpg
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rf/image_296w/2010-2019/Wires/Online/2013-07-16/AP/Images/Lionfish%20Diving%20Deeper.JPEG-09362.jpg
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rf/image_296w/2010-2019/Wires/Online/2013-07-16/AP/Images/Lionfish%20Diving%20Deeper.JPEG-06c6f.jpg
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/energy-environment/researchers-have-few-options-for-going-after-lionfish-at-depths-beyond-scuba-divers-reach/2013/07/16/936cd17a-edfa-11e2-bb32-725c8351a69e_story.html#
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/on-it/migrating-to-the-cloud-heres-how-to-do-it-right/2013/07/16/5d9f6cd0-eda3-11e2-bb32-725c8351a69e_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/us-consumer-prices-up-05-pct-in-june-on-jump-in-gas-prices-outside-increase-inflation-tame/2013/07/16/ff3a6a1a-ee14-11e2-bb32-725c8351a69e_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/goldman-sachs-profit-doubles-boosted-by-underwriting-stocks-bonds-shares-rise-ahead-of-bell/2013/07/16/97734722-ee0e-11e2-bb32-725c8351a69e_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business
http://personalpost.washingtonpost.com/?add=125139&add_label=PostPolitics
http://personalpost.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/energy-environment/researchers-have-few-options-for-going-after-lionfish-at-depths-beyond-scuba-divers-reach/2013/07/16/936cd17a-edfa-11e2-bb32-725c8351a69e_story.html#
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/parenting-columnist-sues-after-he-is-targeted-by-kentucky-psychology-board/2013/07/16/6070c5a8-edf8-11e2-bb32-725c8351a69e_story.html?tid=pm_national_pop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/prepare-for-your-cell-phone-to-self-destruct-university-working-on-vanishing-tech-gear/2013/07/16/b28e2116-ee00-11e2-bb32-725c8351a69e_story.html?tid=pm_national_pop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/sound-waves-can-be-used-to-levitate-and-move-objects-study-says/2013/07/15/4d808a5e-eb15-11e2-8023-b7f07811d98e_story.html?tid=pm_national_pop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/california-zimmerman-protesters-break-windows-block-freeway-raid-wal-mart/2013/07/16/cfb2866a-edd8-11e2-bb32-725c8351a69e_story.html?tid=pm_national_pop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/jodi-arias-back-in-court-for-death-penalty-argument-as-prosecutors-ponder-another-trial/2013/07/16/fc2cfdae-ede9-11e2-bb32-725c8351a69e_story.html?tid=pm_national_pop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/energy-environment/researchers-have-few-options-for-going-after-lionfish-at-depths-beyond-scuba-divers-reach/2013/07/16/936cd17a-edfa-11e2-bb32-725c8351a69e_story.html#
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/energy-environment/researchers-have-few-options-for-going-after-lionfish-at-depths-beyond-scuba-divers-reach/2013/07/16/936cd17a-edfa-11e2-bb32-725c8351a69e_story.html#
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/metro/urban-jungle/?tid=rr_mod
http://thewashingtonpost.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
http://www.washingtonpost.com/todays_paper/updates
https://account.washingtonpost.com/actmgmt/registration/ereplica/login/default
http://www.washingtonpost.com/actmgmt/registration/addnewsletter/long
http://live.washingtonpost.com/
http://live.washingtonpost.com/ask-boswell-130716.html


7/16/13 Researchers have few options for going after lionfish at depths beyond scuba divers’ reach - The Washington Post

www.washingtonpost.com/national/energy-environment/researchers-have-few-options-for-going-after-lionfish-at-depths-beyond-scuba-divers-reach/2013/07/16/… 3/4

Discussion Policy  |  FAQ  |  About Discussions  |  About Badges

More from The Washington Post
Obama, ESPN commentators Michael Wilbon,
Tony Kornheiser play golf at Virginia’s Fort
Belvoir

Congress fuming over U.S. purchase of
Russian helicopters for Afghanistan

The federal office space of the future? GSA’s
new floor plan eschews desk-jockey culture.

Rescuers rush to preserve TV shows shot on
fragile videotape

Saudi princess charged with human trafficking
posts $5 million bail day after arrest

Sponsored Headlines
Chemotherapy Linked to Cancer Spread
Envita

Small-Town Charm Attracts Families to Mt.
Sterling, KY
BusinessClimate.com

This Super-Lightweight Boat Folds Into A
Backpack
Fast Company

Aer Lingus says U.S.-bound passengers are
using Dublin airport to avoid Heathrow
Skift

The frightening connection between hearing
and falling
hi Health Innovations

 
No comments are available at the moment. Leave a comment

Continued 1 2 Next Page

Reprints

Comments0

what's this

Top National Stories Most Popular Videos

Obama reflects on arts'
contribution to sci-fi

Marches, protests over the
acquittal of George
Zimmerman

Raw: Violence and
airstrikes near mosque in
Homs

Weekly schedule, past shows

11:00 AM ComPost Live with Alexandra Petri

11:00 AM Ask Boswell: Redskins, Nationals and
Washington sports

12:00 PM Business RX: Advice on improving or starting
a business

Boswell Tuesday morning. Send
in your burning Nats questions
and your thoughts and hopes for
the MLB All-Star game.

Couple refuses to open door to naked
rape victim: Sensible bu...

Man dies doing backflip on lakefront: 'It's
ridiculous, heart...

British woman Susan Taylor dies
attempting to swim the Englis...
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Terry McAuliffe for Governor.

Sponsored Links

Hot Must-Have Stock
Are You Ready for Sky-High ROIs? Get More Info!
www.BestMicroCapStock.com

4 Hormones Making Us Fat?
Learn how to control 4 hormones all skinny people have
in balance.
RealDose.com

TransUnion® Official Site
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Contesting a bad evaluation of your
home's value is more difficult now
than in the past.

$469,900, 3 bd / 3 bath
Reduced Price
Oakton, VA

$259,900, 3 bd / 3 bath
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